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CHURCH OFFICE:   0131 556 4252       Church website   www.bstmchurch.org.uk 

You can email us at   mail@bstmchurch.org.uk  

       Find us on Facebook   www.facebook.com/bstmchurch  
 

Broughton St Mary’s Parish Church is a charge of The Church of Scotland in the Presbytery of Edinburgh.  

The church building was erected in 1824 by the burgh (city) of Edinburgh during the building of the New 

Town.  It is a distinctive architectural landmark on the city skyline. And it is home to a faithful and creative 

worshipping community, while also serving as the parish church for people of all faiths and no faith. 

Our facilities are open 7 days a week, offering a welcoming space  

to a number of community groups, organisations and faith-based 

initiatives. We welcome enquiries to hire the use of the facilities  

but regret that we can only accept bookings for activities allowed 

under current government guidelines. Contact us for further 

information.  As a welcoming church, Broughton St Mary’s offers 

a supportive space for the full participation of LGBT people  

in the life of the church. 

 

We are currently in a vacancy situation following the sudden death of our minister, Peter Macdonald, in 

February 2020. Presbytery has appointed Rev Sam Torrens as Interim Moderator and we are grateful for his 

support. We also value the support of Rev Bill Taylor, who will be conducting worship for the foreseeable 

future.  Our church administrator, Lindsey Rowlands, has been on furlough  

since the start of lockdown. She is now back working a few hours  

a week, mainly from home.  She can be contacted on   

admin@bstmchurch.org.uk                                              

                                                                

You can also contact Broughton St Mary’s by email via the Session Clerk,     

Ian Buckingham, ianbucks@hotmail.co.uk  or  mail@bstmchurch.org.uk 

                                                                                                                           

For enquiries about the Beacon, contact the Editor, Diane Chisholm, at 

diane_c@btinternet.com    

 

For  more information about Broughton St Mary’s, visit our website 

www.bstmchurch.org.uk             

                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Broughton St Mary’s Parish Church 
12 Bellevue Crescent  EH3 6NE 
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Letter from Rev Bill Taylor 

 

Dear Friends, 

Both ‘happiness’ and ‘joy’ suggest a lightness of 

being which we forget sometimes amidst the 

challenges that come our way and the sadness of 

the times in which we live. There’s a prayer by 

Brother Roger of Taizé that describes how Christ 

carries our burdens “so that, freed of all that 

weighs us down, we can constantly begin anew to 

walk, with lightened step…, towards the vision 

of the coming Kingdom.” This ‘lightness of step’ 

characterises well the manner in which Jesus’ 

disciples are called to walk.  

Happiness may come our way, but it’s an empty 

pursuit in itself, the more we seek it the less we 

are likely to find it. It may, however, creep up on 

us and surprise us! As we are about other things, 

we discover we are happy.  

Whereas happiness may be passing, joy has an 

enduring quality about it. It too has a lightness of 

being but it’s tethered to our lives, less likely to 

float away. Jesus and his disciples talk about joy. 

Jesus promises them that none will take away 

their joy (John 16:22) and prays that they may 

have all the joy he has within them (John 17:13). 

Joy is named as one of the fruits of the Spirit. 

Let’s not be stuck on semantics, happiness or joy, 

surely God wants good things for us all. 

Summer beckons, schools are out and some 

holiday time, if not holidays themselves, may be 

possible. Relaxation and recreation have always 

been an important part of life, perhaps we are 

more conscious of the benefits of a work/life 

balance these days. A day of rest in the week is a 

helpful pattern, ‘time out’ to do something 

different, time away from the usual pressures, 

time to be, enjoying the company of others, where 

possible.  

 

JOY - the Sunday School acrostic, Jesus, Others, 

Yourself - gives us a good pattern for our lives. 

Whilst the order matters, all count; sometimes we 

aim to love God and our neighbour but omit that 

part about ourselves. You might like to look up 

Michael Mair’s hymn ‘When I receive the peace 

of Christ’ (Hymn 566 in CH4) which speaks about 

how loneliness ends when we “reach a hand and 

take” sister, brother, self and Jesus as a friend.  

“Christ Jesus as a friend indeed, who has an 
honoured place, where now he stands among us 
all in dignity and grace.”    
Michael Mair (b.

 
1942)  

Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition no 566. Words: 

©Michael Mair. Permission applied for. CCLI no: 258325 

 

Wishing you joy,  

Bill  

Letter from the Moderator 
At the closing of the General Assembly, I had the 

opportunity to launch a joint initiative between the 

Church of Scotland and Christian Aid, 

encouraging members to give a financial gift in 

thanksgiving once they had received full 

vaccination for Covid-19. It has been much on my 

mind as to how fortunate I have been to have 

received my two vaccinations; but had I been 

living elsewhere in the world, the story would 

have been quite different...The World Health 

Organisation have said no-one is protected until 

all are protected, therefore we are urging the UK 

Government to do all that it can to ensure Covid-

19 vaccines are available throughout the world... 

By supporting Christian Aid in their efforts to 

provide basics such as soap, water, and food, we 

can ensure that vulnerable communities stay safer 

as they wait for vaccination. In this very tangible 

way, as we seek global justice, here is a practical 

opportunity to give real expression in 2021 to 

loving our global neighbours... 

To give a gift, please click on the following link: 

https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-

aid/cos-just-vaccine-rollout 

I would also like to share the following prayer 

from Christian Aid for your use: 

  

A Prayer of Thanksgiving  
God of Hope, Sustainer of all life,  

We give You thanks for the Coronavirus vaccines, 

for the skill and wisdom of scientists, NHS staff 

and Key Workers.  

By the power of Your Spirit, may we overflow 

with hope and joy as we see our friends, families 

and neighbours protected.  

God of Justice, Protector of the vulnerable, may 

we be your well-washed hands and willing feet. 

Move us to give and act, to challenge the 

injustices that anger You. May we seek to protect 

all Your children, particularly those for whom the 

vaccine is out of reach.  

With hope and trust we pray, Amen.  
        Rt Hon Lord Wallace of Tankerness  QC  

       Moderator of the General Assembly of the  

       Church  of Scotland. 

The Broughton Beacon 

July - August 2021 

https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/cos-just-vaccine-rollout
https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/cos-just-vaccine-rollout


 Vacancy Update 
The Nominating Committee has met on four 

occasions since its appointment on 25 April. The 

vacancy has been advertised on our church’s 

website and Facebook page as well as the Church 

of Scotland’s list of vacant charges. The 

committee has now set a closing date of 5 July for 

applications to be submitted. 

 

Refurbishment 
Scaffolding has been erected inside the church in 

order that work can begin on the sanctuary ceiling. 

The new North and South aisles are being floored 

and the North and South areas adjacent to the 

chancel are being levelled. New steps at the front 

of the chancel have been put in place. The frame 

for the new media desk is being constructed under 

the gallery at the back of the sanctuary. Various 

joinery work has been taking place; the doors to 

the sanctuary have been reconditioned and re-

hung. Cabling for the new audio-visual system is 

now in place as is some of the wiring for the new 

wall lighting in the sanctuary. 

 

Works to Church Tower 
The steeplejacks who were carrying out high level 

work specified in the last Presbytery property 

inspection have identified that more extensive 

repairs are needed to the church tower and 

weather vane. The extent of these repairs was 

unexpected and not budgeted for. The Kirk 

Session successfully applied to Presbytery for 

permission to approach the General Trustees of 

the Church of Scotland for a loan of £85,000 to 

enable the work to proceed. The General Trustees 

have given an early indication that they will 

provide us with a loan over 5 Years. 

 

General Assembly 2021 
The General Assembly was dominated by reports 

outlining the need for radical reforms to the 

structures and resources of the Church to 

continue. These reforms are likely to affect nearly 

every congregation in the Church of Scotland in 

some way or another. (See the separate report on 

the next page.) 

Other matters at the General Assembly included:  

 The Church has disinvested from fossil 

fuels companies. 

 The Assembly passed a motion in which 

legislation allowing ministers to conduct 

same sex marriages will be passed to 

Presbyteries for consideration. 

 The Assembly agreed to the St Andrew 

Declaration in which the Scottish 

Episcopal Church and the Church of 

Scotland will commit to respond together 

to “our common calling to proclaim the 

reign of God to all the people of Scotland 

by strengthening our partnership in 

ministry and mission”. If the Declaration is 

also approved by the Episcopal Church’s 

General Synod, it will be signed later this 

year. 

 

Services of Worship 
The works in the church are due to take until 3 

September to complete. Until such time as we are 

able to meet in the sanctuary for worship, services 

will be held in our Garden Room. Regrettably, 

due to the current Covid restrictions, the number 

of individuals we can accommodate in the Garden 

Room with safe distancing is 14 (12 individuals, 

and 1 couple sitting together). We can also 

provide a few extra places for people sitting just 

outside the room. We are hopeful that we will be 

able to accommodate larger numbers when social 

distancing measures are relaxed. 

We will continue to offer worship via the Zoom 

platform and morning worship from the Garden 

Room will be broadcast each Sunday at 10:30am.  

Services in the Garden Room are primarily (but 

not exclusively) for those members who do not 

have access to Zoom. A booking system is in 

operation for services in the Garden Room. If you 

wish to reserve a place, you should contact Ian 

Buckingham on 0131 557 5051 or 

ianbucks@hotmail.co.uk . 

 

For information on how to connect to church 

services on Zoom, you should follow the 

instructions on the church website at 

https://www.bstmchurch.org.uk/2020/04/home-

worship/ 

If you do not have internet access you can still 

join the service on your telephone by following 

these instructions: 

Step 1:  Dial 0131 460 1196 

Step 2:  A recorded voice will ask you to enter the 

meeting ID on your telephone key pad 

Step 3:  Enter 112 135 361# 

Step 4:  A recorded voice will ask you to enter 

your participant number 

Step 5:  Enter #.  You are now in the 

meeting/service. 

 

Ian Buckingham 
       

mailto:ianbucks@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.bstmchurch.org.uk/2020/04/home-worship/
https://www.bstmchurch.org.uk/2020/04/home-worship/


Letter from Presbytery - June 2021 
 
This year at the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the sombre tone of some of the 
debates revealed the present state of the Church as an institution. The difficult but necessary 
decisions made will have very real consequences for the national Church, and also for the future 
of our own congregation. 
This was recognised by the Church’s magazine Life & Work, which took the step of producing 
immediately afterwards a special 4-page supplement sharing the outcomes. General Assembly 
2021: Special Supplement -Life and Work. https://www.lifeandwork.org/downloads/life-and-work-
ga2021-supplement.pdf 
 
Pre-COVID, the Church was already aware that to safeguard its future in an increasingly secular 
society, something far-reaching needed to happen to the structures of the Church. Also, that there 
needed to be a renewed focus by the local and regional Church on its core values of mission and 
service, seeking to look outward and to proclaim with urgency and boldness its gospel message in 
word and deed.  So, through the agreement of a Radical Action Plan, and by the appointment of 
Assembly Trustees and, through them, a Chief Executive, this major overhaul was initiated. 
 
But then the pandemic struck, and while the Church supported the national effort to supress the 
virus by closing its buildings, its impact affected the Church mostly financially. Local congregations 
learned quickly how to produce worship online, followed by the courts of the Church discovering 
how to conduct their business via online Zoom meeting, but nothing could block the significant loss 
of income the Church has endured. And it was this factor that required both a speeding up of the 
process for change, and the need to propose the dramatic steps to achieve stability. 
 
So, at the General Assembly, the Assembly Trustees set out the problem: presently the Church is 
using £11million of reserves annually to meet its commitments. This cannot continue indefinitely. 
To live within its means, the Church could now afford only 600 ministry posts (parish ministers plus 
Ministries Development Staff), plus maintain 60 vacancies (presently that number is over 200). To 
achieve this number the presbyteries across Scotland were allocated a number of posts, and 
instructed to achieve that number by 2025. For Edinburgh Presbytery that presently works with the 
number 78.2, the allocated number is now 48.5. 
 
Two quotes from the conveners who presented these proposals are worth repeating here: The 
Very Rev Dr John Chalmers, Convener of the Assembly Trustees said, “We are well aware that 
this is not an easy ask. Every one of us is a member or minister serving in parishes that will be 
affected by this. We know reshaping the Church around this will involve painful decisions. But in 
the goodness and grace of God we trust.” 
The Rev Rosie Frew, Convener of the Faith Nurture Forum said, “We are draining the resources of 
the Church – people, morale, finance –  just to keep this broken system going. Without a radical 
treatment plan the Church of Scotland will not survive.” 
 
In a few months’ time, the Presbytery of Edinburgh will have its first look at the draft Plan that 
seeks to achieve not only the reduction in numbers, but also the reduction in the buildings being 
considered necessary, plus enabling the local church to fully engage in the Five Marks of Mission 
which is at the centre of national planning:  1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom;  2. To 
teach, baptise and nurture new believers;  3. To respond to human need by loving service;  4. To 
seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and pursue 
peace and reconciliation;  5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew 
the life of the earth.  
 
The Plan will outline the future of our own congregation in all these respects, and this article is to 
prepare all of us that change is likely and to see how we creatively may respond to this changing 
time. 
 

https://www.lifeandwork.org/downloads/life-and-work-ga2021-supplement.pdf
https://www.lifeandwork.org/downloads/life-and-work-ga2021-supplement.pdf


                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

                                                                                       

 

 

                                                                                      

 

 

                                                                                         

                                                                                      

                                                                                           

                                                                                                 

                                                                                             

                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                              

                                                                                         

                                                                                             

                                                                                      

                                                                                              

                                                                                              

 

                                                                                         

                                                                                         

                                                                                                                         

                                                                                          

                                                                                              

                                                                                                       

                                                                                           

                                                                                            

                                                                                            

                                                                                               

                                                                                               

                                                                                             

                                                                                                   

                                                                                               

                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                           

                                                                                           

                                                                                             

 

                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, we are not able to 

hold fund raising activities, but hopefully there will 

be the opportunity later this year.  

I have marmalade and a small supply of strawberry 

jam available for sale. This can be brought to the 

Garden Room on a Sunday, by request.   

Alternatively, I can arrange to deliver to you, if you 

stay in the Parish. My thanks to everyone who has 

purchased my home produce and, in doing so, added  

to  Church  funds. Until we can meet again in our 

refurbished Sanctuary and resume our fund raising 

events, please keep safe and well. 

Deborah Buckingham 

 
 

 Bible Books Puzzle  
Hidden in this passage are the names of 16 books of 

the Bible. Some are harder to spot than others.  

Can you find them?  

‘I once made a remark about the hidden books of the 

Bible. It was a real lulu. Kept people looking so 

hard for facts, and yet for others it was a revelation. 

Some were in a jam especially since the names of 

the books were not capitalised. But the truth finally 

struck home to numbers of our readers. To others it 

was a real job to find them. We want it to be a most 

fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be 

some really easy ones to spot but others may require 

judges to help them. I will quickly admit it usually 

takes a minister to find one of them and there will 

be loud lamentations when it is found. A little lady 

says she brews a cup of tea to help her concentrate 

so that may be an aid for you too. See how well you 

can compete. Relax now for there are sixteen names 

of the books of the Bible in this paragraph.’  
 

Answers on final page :  with thanks to Jan Allan. 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE 
Thank you to those who have been doing their 

best to keep in touch with our members and 

friends, many of whom are stuck at home.  

If you know of anyone who might need support - 

even if just a friendly phone call - or if you would 

like to offer help, please contact Colin Beck on 

0131 556 4516 or 07771 776415.   

 

Keeping in Touch 
Members of the congregation who are on email 

receive weekly newsletters from the church. 

These include orders of church services, letters 

from friends of the congregation and 

congregational news. The most recent newsletters 

have included photographs of the refurbishment 

works.  

If you are on email and do not already receive a 

newsletter and would like to, please contact Ian 

Buckingham at ianbucks@hotmail.co.uk and 

you will be included in the mailing list. 
 

 

Presbytery Elder 
The Kirk Session has elected Graham Rogers to 

be its representative elder at Presbytery for the 

period 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022.  Graham 

succeeds John Endicott who has represented 

Broughton St Mary’s for the last 5 years. 

 

  Christians Against Poverty    
   Join us at our weekly Friday Cafe.  
   Gain skills to lift the pressure of low  
   income life or to step confidently into 
   employment.  

Every Friday  10am - 1pm. 
Breakfast  10 -11am;  Course discussions 11-12pm; 

Lunch 12 - 1pm. 

                       Mustard Seed Edinburgh,  
170 Easter Road  EH7 5QE.  For more information 

contact  Mark Harris  07519 268800  
markharris@capuk.org      www.capscotland.org 

www.mustardseededinburgh.org 

 

 

mailto:ianbucks@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:markharris@capuk.org
http://www.capscotland.org/
http://www.mustardseededinburgh.org/


JULY - AUGUST  CALENDAR 
 

 

 

Be kind to yourself 
Negative thoughts can actually harm you, physically. In a recent 

study by the universities of Exeter and Oxford, it was found that if 

you listen to that critical inner voice, you will end up with an 

increased heart rate, consistent with feelings of being under threat and 

distress. 

On the other hand, positive thoughts have the opposite effect. Those 

in the study who were encouraged to be kind to themselves when 

things went wrong, reported more self-compassion, connection with 

others, and had feelings of relaxation and safety. It has often been 

said that we should treat ourselves as we would our own best friend.  

No wonder that Paul urges us: “Brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 

whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy – think about such things… And the God of peace will 

be with you.” (Philippians 4: 8,9) 

 

What does your lawn say about you? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A perfectly mown lawn may look beautiful, but it is also a sign of 

male control. So says Monty Don, the Gardeners’ World presenter. 

He is wary of what he calls the ‘male obsession’ to achieve a closely 

cut lawn of pure and perfect grass, without any other plants in it. 

Monty Don calls such an attitude to gardening “controlling rather 

than embracing.” Instead, Don urges that at least part of our lawns 

should be encouraged to become wildflower meadows, which are 

much better for the environment. He explains: “Cutting grass burns 

fossil fuel, makes a filthy noise and is about the most injurious thing 

you can do to wildlife. Whereas, simply letting grass grow… is 

probably the single most effective thing you can do in any garden of 

any size, to encourage, particularly, insect life, but also small 

mammals, invertebrates and reptiles.”  Even thistles have their place 

in a garden. According to Don, “They are a thread in the infinitely 

complex web of life. Thistle seeds make up a third of goldfinches’ 

entire diet and are eaten by many other birds including greenfinches, 

linnets and siskins. Peacock and meadow brown butterflies feed on 

thistle nectar and painted lady butterfly larvae feed on the leaves…”    

 
(partly from Peter Millar’s ‘Candle in the Window’). 

The Difference 
So often 

I can’t wear the right clothes, 

Speak the right words, 

Fit the right mould, 

Be the shape people want me  

to be, 

Expect me to be, 

Demand that I am, 

To conform. 

 

But you, Lord, 

Accept me, 

Release me, 

Make it possible to be me, 

Perfectly free 

In Your service, 

Open for You 

To transform. 

 

Daphne Kitching 

 

Cat Prayer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now I lay me down to sleep, 

I pray this cushy life to keep. 

I pray for toys that look like 

mice, 

And sofa cushions, soft and 

nice. 

I pray for gourmet kitty 

snacks, 

And someone nice to scratch 

my back, 

For windowsills all warm and 

bright, 

For shadows to explore at 

night. 

I pray I'll always stay real cool 

And keep the secret feline rule 

To never tell a human that 

The world is really ruled by 

cats! 

 

Author Unknown  

 

 

The calendar has been suspended for the time being due to  
the ongoing situation with the coronavirus.  

 

 

 



Congregational Register    There are no changes to the Roll this month. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

                                                                                                                            

                                                                                          
 
                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                       

 

                                                                                      

 

 

                                                                               

 

                                                                                      

   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       

 

 

 

 

The Flower Rota has been suspended for the time 
being due to the ongoing coronavirus situation.                             

 

The Last Laugh 
 I was officiating at a wedding and during 

the preparations the bride and groom wanted 

to have two turtledoves on the altar as a 

symbol of their forever love. I politely said 

no birds or animals. They hid the birds in a 

back room, anyway. Immediately after the 

service they went outside, each of them with 

a bird in its cage. They opened the cages in 

unison. One bird flew out and made a hard 

right turn. The other flew out and made a 

hard left turn. We all stood there watching the 

symbols of their forever love fly off in 

opposite directions. 

      A true story from the Rev Mark Martin 

 

 A woman took her young niece to church. 

During the service the girl had to go outside 

as she did not feel well. She returned a few 

minutes later and admitted: ‘I have been a 

little sick. But it doesn’t matter, there’s a box 

at the door marked for the sick’. 

 

 A man was registering at the medical 

practice near his new home. Asked for his 

complete name he replied: ‘Peter John 

O’Dear Sullivan’. The receptionist repeated it 

slowly. ‘Your third name is very unusual - 

some family connection, I suppose?’ ‘Oh no’, 

sighed the man. ‘I was given the third name 

when the vicar dropped me in the font’. 

 

 Why didn’t Noah swat those two 

mosquitoes when he had the chance? 

 

 How long a minute is depends on what 

side of the bathroom door you’re on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stafford Centre Volunteers 
The Stafford Centre, on Broughton Street, is a 

community resource for people experiencing mental 

health difficulties living in the Edinburgh area. Our 

aim is to help people to manage their mental health, 

gain greater self-confidence and become more 

integrated within the community. The Stafford 

Centre is managed by Support in Mind Scotland. 

 

1)  We are looking for a volunteer with good people 

skills who likes sharing walks with others. This role 

involves supporting the walking group alongside a 

staff member. There are two walking groups. One 

focuses on gentle and scenic walks within the 

Edinburgh area, often starting at the Stafford Centre. 

The other covers 3 or 4 miles with a longer walk of 

up to 7 miles on occasion. The Volunteering would 

take place on Tuesdays, roughly between 10.30am-

1pm (times to be confirmed). 

2)  We are looking for a volunteer to support the 

creative group. The centre has a large creative 

space which we are hopeful will be in use again 

soon. The group are currently flexible to meet on a 

Mon, Tues, Wed or Thurs for a couple of hours 

early afternoon. The volunteer needs to be someone 

with art/ craft experience, and a level of confidence 

to learn new techniques with others in an informal 

way. If possible the person will have experience 

with a broad range of different techniques, group 

work experience with adults, and the ability to teach 

new skills to a small group if required and support 
individuals with their own projects.  This volunteer 

will support the group alongside a staff member.  

Volunteers complete an application and induction 

process which includes a PVG police check and 

reference checks. To find out more or to arrange an 

informal chat please contact Alexis Robertson 

Cumming (Volunteer Development Manager). 

 

acumming@supportinmindscotland.org.uk  

https://www.supportinmindscotland.org.uk/ 

 

ANSWERS TO PUZZLE 
The hidden books of the Bible are: 

Mark, Luke, Kings, Acts, Revelation, James, Ruth, 
Numbers, Job, Amos, Esther, Judges, Titus, 

Lamentations, Hebrews, Peter. 

 

mailto:acumming@supportinmindscotland.org.uk
https://www.supportinmindscotland.org.uk/

