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Broughton St Mary’s Parish Church is a charge of The Church of Scotland in
the Presbytery of Edinburgh. The church building was erected in 1824 by
the burgh (city) of Edinburgh during the building of the New Town.
It is a distinctive architectural landmark on the city skyline.
And it is home to a faithful and creative worshipping community, while also
serving as the parish church for people of all faiths and no faith.
Our facilities are open 7 days a week, offering a welcoming space
to a number of community groups, organisations and faith-based
initiatives. We welcome enquiries to hire the use of the facilities
but regret that we can only accept bookings for activities allowed
under current government guidelines. Contact us for further
information.
As a welcoming church, Broughton St Mary’s offers a
supportive space for the full participation of LGBT people
in the life of the church.
We are currently in a vacancy situation following the sudden death of our minister, Peter Macdonald, in
February. Presbytery has appointed Rev Sam Torrens as Interim Moderator and we are grateful for his
support.
The Rev Bill Taylor will be conducting worship for the foreseeable future.

Our church administrator, Lindsey Rowlands, has been on furlough since the start of lockdown. She is now
back working a few hours a week, mainly from home. She can be contacted on admin@bstmchurch.org.uk
You can also contact Broughton St Mary’s by email via the Session Clerk,
Ian Buckingham, ianbucks@hotmail.co.uk or mail@bstmchurch.org.uk.
For enquiries about the Beacon, contact the Editor, Diane Chisholm, at
diane_c@btinternet.com .
For more information about Broughton St Mary’s, visit our website
www.bstmchurch.org.uk .

Keep safe and well everyone!

The Broughton Beacon
January 2021
Letter from Rev Bill Taylor
Dear Friends
I can remember this time last year talking about
‘2020 vision’ and optimistically expressing the
hope that the year would see great strides forward
-in the care of the planet, in prioritising those who
struggle with poverty, in building greater
understanding in a world divided. But 2020 turned
out to be hugely challenging in many ways. In
February, here at Broughton St Mary’s, we
suffered the loss of Peter, our minister, who died
suddenly. Before March was out, the country was
in lockdown as Coronavirus spread. Many lost
loved ones and restrictions were put in place to
avoid the NHS being overwhelmed and save lives.
We have seen a second wave and now, in Tier 4,
we are doing what we can to prevent the spread of
a more infective variant.
Church Services went online, and people could
connect by Zoom and by phone. The carefully
planned re-opening of the Sanctuary took place in
September with a capacity of 40 persons in the
building and others joining online. The new strain
triggered further restrictions (capacity 20) which
meant a return to Zoom and phone Services. We
look forward to re-opening the Church building
again at the end of Tier 4 restrictions.
In 2020 we also witnessed an unprecedented
appreciation of key workers and a resurgence of
neighbourliness and community spirit.
As 2021 beckons, due to the remarkable efforts of
researchers and scientists, a programme of
vaccination is already under way which in time
will allow us to resume many activities.
The Churches talked during the first lockdown
about using the pause for a societal ‘reset’, so we
don’t just go back to how it was before but ask
questions about what we want the ‘new normal’ to
be like. Could we live with different levels of
consumption for example, staying with reductions
in CO2 emissions, taking better care of homeless
people, continuing to reach out with technology?
Let’s not simply slip back to what we have always
done but grasp the opportunity to redesign how
we live and interact with each other, how to be
Church in new ways. Society will never be the
same. Journalists and commentators are reading
the 2000 pages of the Trade agreement recently
struck with the EU as Britain brexits. Much of the
detail is unknown - we shall hear, no doubt!

If we are unsure about what 2021 will hold
because of the experience of 2020, perhaps
Minnie Louise Haskins’ words famously quoted
by King George VI in his 1939 Christmas
Broadcast have a fresh resonance:
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of
the year: “Give me a light that I may tread safely
into the unknown.” And he replied: “Go out into
the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of
God. That shall be to you better than light and
safer than a known way.”
The Risen Jesus, offers an invitation: “Listen! I
am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my
voice and open the door, I will come in to you and
eat with you, and you with me.” (Revelation 3:20
NRSV). As we share in the friendship of Jesus, and
indeed place our hand in his, we will find light for
the way ahead, companions on the way, and grace
sufficient for whatever each day brings.
Wishing you a happy and blessed 2021,
Bill
Rev Bill Taylor

Covid-19 Tier 4 Restrictions
The Scottish Government’s Tier 4 restrictions
which took effect on 26 December state that
numbers attending worship (including minister,
musicians and stewards) should not exceed 20. As
numbers attending BSM have exceeded this figure
since we returned to the church building, and in
view of the practical difficulties in restricting the
numbers of people wishing to attend, a decision
has been made to cease holding services in the
church until Tier 4 restrictions end and Tier levels
are reduced to Tier 3 or less. We will continue to
provide services of worship via the Zoom
platform. For information on how to connect to
church services on Zoom, you should follow the
instructions on the church website at
https://www.bstmchurch.org.uk/2020/04/homeworship/
If you do not have internet access you can still
join the service on your telephone by following
these instructions:
Step 1: Dial 0131 460 1196
Step 2: A recorded voice will ask you to enter the
meeting ID on your telephone key pad
Step 3: Enter 112 135 361#
Step 4: A recorded voice will ask you to enter your
participant number
Step 5: Enter #. You are now in the meeting/service.

VACANCY
I am pleased to report that the Presbytery of
Edinburgh at its meeting on 1 December granted
permission to Broughton St Mary’s to call a
minister on a Basis of Unrestricted Tenure. This
means that we are now able to begin the process
of looking for a new minister.
Our congregation will soon have to elect 9 of our
number to serve on a Nominating Committee
which will be tasked with finding one person (a
Sole Nominee) whom the Committee feels would
be a suitable minister for Broughton St Mary’s.
An election will then take place in which the
congregation will vote on whether or not the Sole
Nominee should be elected the new minister of
Broughton St Mary’s. In order for you to
participate in the above process, your name must
be included on the Electoral Register of
Broughton St Mary’s. For further information,
please see the notice below.
Ian Buckingham

Vacancy Procedure: Electoral
Register
Notice is hereby given that in view of the vacancy
in this congregation of Broughton St Mary’s, the
Kirk Session is about to make up an Electoral
Register. This Electoral Register is a list of those
who will be eligible to vote when the time comes
to elect a Nominating Committee, and
subsequently in the election of a new minister.
If your name and current address are already on
the Communion Roll, then you will automatically
be placed upon the Electoral Register. You will
need to take no further action. If you are a regular
worshipper here, but are still a member of another
congregation, and you wish to participate in the
election of a minister to this congregation of
Broughton St Mary’s, then you should arrange to
hand in to the Session Clerk a valid Certificate of
Transference before the Kirk Session meets.
If you are a regular worshipper here, and not a
member of this or any other congregation, then the
Kirk Session can add your name to the Electoral
Register as an “adherent”. If you wish the Kirk
Session to consider this, you should obtain a form
from the Session Clerk, complete it and return it
to him before the Kirk Session meets. The Kirk
Session will meet by Zoom on the 7th day of
January at 7pm to make up the Electoral Register

Following that meeting the Electoral Register of
this congregation of Broughton St Mary’s will
have been prepared. If you believe that your name
should be on the Register, you can ask for
confirmation that it has been included by
contacting the Session Clerk:
ianbucks@hotmail.co.uk or 0131 557 5051
If when seeking confirmation, you find that your
name is not on the proposed Electoral Register,
and you believe it should be, you should inform
the Session Clerk in writing before the Kirk
Session meets to finalise the register on 28th
January virtually. You are also welcome to attend
that meeting, or speak to the Session Clerk or
Interim Moderator by phone, if you wish to make
the case for your name being included.
Rev Sam Torrens, Interim Moderator
Edinburgh: Broughton St Mary’s Church of
Scotland

Refurbishment of Sanctuary
and Vestibules
The tendering process for the refurbishment of our
church building has been concluded and the Kirk
Session has a preferred contractor. Funding for the
project was secured from the proceeds of the sales
of the congregation’s old manse in East Claremont
Street and the manse of the former Dean Parish
Church. A proportion of these funds were used to
purchase the current manse in March Road. The
remaining funds for the project are being held on
our behalf by the General Trustees of the Church
of Scotland. The Kirk Session is in the process of
discussing the start date for the refurbishment and
reviewing the architect’s proposed alterations to
the sanctuary and vestibules.
Ian Buckingham

Service of Healing and
Remembrance - Postponed
We are postponing the Service of Healing and
Remembrance that was to have been on the
evening of Wednesday 20 January, due to
uncertainty about the use of the Church building.
The opportunity to meet in the Church is felt to be
important for this particular Service, though it will
also be possible to join on Zoom.
Details about a new date will be made available in
due course.

MESSY CHURCH
On behalf of the Fund Raising team, I’d like to wish
everyone a Happy, Healthy and Hopeful New Year.
Due to the current restrictions, we have not been
able to gather for coffee mornings, fairs etc. this
past year, but who knows, we may have the
opportunity later this year.
My grateful thanks to my
customers (you know who
you are) who have purchased
my home produce over the
year and who have
contributed to the church
funds by doing so.
Thank you to those who have supplied me with
empty jam jars which I am hoping to fill with
Seville orange marmalade this month, if the supply
of oranges is available.
Until we can meet again in church and resume our
fund raising events, please keep safe and well.
Debbie Buckingham

SUNDAY CLUB
2020 was a challenging year for the Sunday Club.
Some of our children have not returned since the
lockdown in March and we have missed them.
However, we have enjoyed getting together when
the church was allowed to be open and Sunday Club
met. All safety procedures were followed.
At our Christmas Family Service on 20 December,
Cara and Nathan Gray played carols for us on the
viola (Cara, in church) and the chanter (Nathan,
virtually). They also read the Bible lesson that day. I
would like to say a big Thank You and Well Done
to them and to their parents for their support. We
enjoyed seeing young Eli Duffin who lit candles on
the Advent wreath. He is looking quite grown-up
these days!
The Sunday Club received a lovely card from
Charlie and his mum, Natasha. It reads:
“Dear Friends, It’s been almost a year since we
came to Broughton St Mary’s. It’s almost
impossible to believe! We hope you are all keeping
well and in good spirits despite everything. We want
to wish you a special Merry Christmas and a good
New Year. We also hope to see you all very soon.
All the very best and God bless you,
Natasha and Charlie Blair.”
Sunday Club will resume as soon as Tier 4
restrictions are lifted. In the meantime, keep well
and keep safe. We hope to see you soon!
Diane Chisholm

Sadly, we are still unable
to get together for
Messy Church.
For more information
contact Jan Allan
messychurch@bstmchurch.org.uk

Pastoral Care
We were sorry that there was no Christmas party
this year, as it is always a highlight.
However, we are keeping in touch with those
who need support. We have delivered over 25
calendars and best wishes to our older members,
including those in care homes, and one of our
members has been sending cards to remind
people that they are in our thoughts.
We hope it won’t be too long before we can get
back to home visiting, flower delivery and a right
good party in 2021.
We also have a secret shortbread supplier who
has dropped off some of the best ever shortbread
on the doorsteps of some of our members. Soon it
might be you!
Please contact Colin Beck on 0131 556 4516
if you need assistance from a member
of the team.

JANUARY CALENDAR

HAPPY NEW YEAR

The calendar has been suspended for the time being due to
the ongoing situation with the coronavirus.

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
18 - 25 January
This year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity has been prepared by
the Monastic Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland. The theme,
“Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit”, is based on John
15:1-17 and expresses Grandchamp Community’s vocation to prayer,
reconciliation and unity in the Church and the human family.
For 2021, the sisters are inviting churches across the world to enter
into their tradition of prayer and silence that is rooted in the ancient
traditions of the Church catholic. Today the community has 50
sisters, spanning different generations, Church traditions, countries
and continents. In their diversity the sisters are a living parable of
communion. They remain faithful to a life of prayer, life in
community and the welcoming of guests. The sisters share the grace
of their monastic life with visitors and volunteers who go to
Grandchamp for a time of retreat, silence, healing or in search of
meaning.
Each year Christian Aid provides the ‘Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity’ with ‘Go and Do’ action points for each of the daily
reflections, linking into the important work of Christian Aid in the
relief of poverty and advocacy of justice.
More at: https://ctbi.org.uk/go-and-do-week-of-prayer-for-christianunity-2021/

An acrostic poem where the
first letter of each line
spells out the title of the poem.
Heaven’s gift of another year
As the old departs and the new
is born,
Plans for a future and a hope
Preparing us for each new
dawn.
Yesterday has gone forever,
New days and ventures lie
ahead,
Even darkness turns to light
When we make the Lord our
head.
Yielding to the Holy Spirit
Ever mindful that He’s there,
As we live our lives before
Him
Rejoicing in His loving care.
Megan Carter

Holocaust Memorial Day
It was 25 years ago this month, on 27 January 1996, that the first
Holocaust Remembrance Day was observed in Germany. It became
International Holocaust Day in 2005 when it was adopted by the
United Nations. It marks the day (27 January 1945) when the
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration/death camp was liberated.
The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) in 2021 is ‘Be the
light in the darkness’. The aim is to encourage people to “reflect on
the depths humanity can sink to, but also the ways individuals and
communities resisted that darkness to ‘be the light’ before, during and
after genocide.”
HMD is encouraging people to heed the ‘Be the light in the darkness’
theme as a call to action. “The utterly unprecedented times through
which we are living currently are showing the very best of which
humanity is capable but also - in some of the abuse and conspiracy
theories being spread on social media - the much darker side of our
world as well.
“We can all stand in solidarity. We can choose to ‘be the light in the
darkness’ in a variety of ways and places – at home, in public, and
online.” More at: www.hmd.org.uk

At Break of Day
A prayer poem based on Psalm
40, and in particular v5: ‘God
will help her at break of day’.
Waking, anxious and afraid,
Knowing all that must be
done;
Sense of dread and taste of
fear,
How can I fulfil my call?
Turning, then again to God
Inward glance and eye of faith;
Refuge strong and present
help,
Why would He desert me
now?
River flowing, life of God
Fills my heart with confidence;
Trusting him and leaning hard,
Finding grace, I carry on.
Tony Horsfall

Congregational Register

There are no changes to the roll this month.

The Flower Rota has been suspended for the time
being due to the ongoing coronavirus situation.

Christians Against Poverty
Debt counselling charity Christians Against Poverty
(CAP) has welcomed a recent funding boost from
the Scottish Government which will help reach
people in debt who desperately need support.
CAP’s National Director in Scotland, Emma
Jackson, said: “This funding boost will enable us to
reach people who are being hit the hardest by the
pandemic. We’re proud to be playing our part in the
response to COVID-19 and urge anyone struggling
with debt problems to pick up the phone today.”
CAP’s website says: “We know that problem debt
can happen to any of us. It’s not something to be
ashamed of; you are not alone. The burden of debt
can be overwhelming and you may think your
situation is impossible, but there is hope. Our
friendly teams will give you a listening ear, practical
support and provide a real solution to your debts.
We have a network of debt centres across Scotland,
run through local churches providing free support
based in your local community alongside a bespoke
plan to help you get out of debt.
If you need debt help call our Freephone number
today: 0800 328 006 and we can help you start your
journey out of debt”.

Christmas Greetings to our
Neighbours
Broughton St Mary’s has been thinking of its
neighbours at Christmas time, in particular the
pupils and staff of Broughton Primary School and
our friends at Annandale Mosque. We sent them
Christmas cards on behalf of the congregation.
The Primary School held its Christmas concerts in
our building last Christmas but, of course, could not
return in 2020. Hopefully, we will be able to resume
contact with them, and with the Mosque, in 2021.

The Editor would like to wish all
Beacon readers a very
Happy New Year!

The Last Laugh
 A Sunday School teacher decided to ask
her class to memorise one of the most quoted
passages in the Bible - Psalm 23. Little
Richard was excited about the task, but he
just couldn't memorise things very well. On
the day that the children were to recite Psalm
23 in front of the congregation, Richard was
very nervous. When it was finally his turn, he
stepped up to the microphone and said
proudly, "The Lord is my Shepherd, and ....
that's all I need to know."
 A Sunday School teacher asked her class
why Joseph and Mary took Jesus with them
to Jerusalem. A small child replied: "They
couldn't get a baby sitter."
 There was once a man who, in his youth,
professed his desire to become a great writer.
When asked to define "great," he said, "I
want to write stuff that the whole world will
read, stuff that people will react to on a truly
emotional level, stuff that will make them
scream in disbelief, cry in despair, howl in
pain and vent their anger in ways they've
never dreamed of!"
He now works for Microsoft, writing error
messages.
Advice for the New Year...?
Don’t worry about avoiding temptation… as you
grow older, it will avoid you.
Winston Churchill
Warning: Dates in your
calendar are closer than
they appear.
Everyone seems normal
until you get to know them.
If money talks, my wallet is whispering.
I’m on two diets. I wasn’t getting enough food on
one.

