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Broughton St Mary’s Parish Church 
        12 Bellevue Crescent   EH3 6NE 

 

            CHURCH OFFICE:   0131 556 4252  

             Church website   www.bstmchurch.org.uk 

          You can email us at   mail@bstmchurch.org.uk 

                Find us on facebook   www.facebook.com/bstmchurch 
 

                                                         Broughton St Mary’s Parish Church is a charge of  The Church of  

                                                    Scotland in the Presbytery of Edinburgh. The church building was 

                                                    erected in 1824 by the burgh (city) of Edinburgh during the building 

                                                    of the New Town. It is a distinctive architectural landmark on the city 

                                                    skyline. And it is home to a faithful and creative worshipping 

                                                    community, while also serving as the parish church for people of all 

                                                    faiths and no faith. 

 

In normal circumstances our facilities are open 7 days a week,     

offering a welcoming space to a number of community groups,  

organisations and faith-based initiatives. You are welcome to  

book the use of the facilities for your own creative initiatives.  

(No bookings being taken at the moment due to the coronavirus.)  

As a welcoming church, Broughton St Mary’s offers a  

supportive space for the full participation of LGBT people  

in the life of the church. 

 

We are currently in a vacancy situation following the sudden death of our minister, Peter Macdonald, in 

February. Presbytery has appointed Rev Sam Torrens as Interim Moderator and we are grateful for his support.  

Sam Torrens succeeds Rev Dr Karen Campbell who was our Interim Moderator up until 31 July. 

 

 

 

 

                                                               Our church administrator, Lindsey Rowlands, has been on 

                                                               furlough since the start of lockdown. She is now back working 

                                                               a few hours a week, mainly from home. She can be contacted 

                                                               on admin@bstmchurch.org.uk  

                                                                

                                                               You can also contact Broughton St Mary’s by email via the 

                                                               Session Clerk, Ian Buckingham, 

                                                               ianbucks@hotmail.co.uk  or  mail@bstmchurch.org.uk  

                                                                                                                           

                                                               For enquiries about the Beacon, contact the Editor,  

                                                               Diane Chisholm, at   diane_c@btinternet.com                                       

 

                                                               For more information about Broughton St Mary’s, visit our 

                                                               website       www.bstmchurch.org.uk                                                                                         

 

 

                    Keep safe and well everyone! 
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Presbytery has appointed Rev Sam Torrens as Interim 

Moderator during our vacancy. Mr Torrens succeeds 

Rev Dr Karen Campbell who was our Interim 

Moderator up until 31 July. 

Letter from Sam Torrens 

 

Dear Broughton St Mary’s,  

I join you as Interim Moderator at a very difficult 

time.  Many challenges have come your way since 

the shock of Peter’s passing, and I can only imagine 

that at times it is emotionally painful and spiritually 

unsettling! As Interim Moderator I have a defined 

role in keeping with the governance of the church, 

but as a minister I have an instinctive desire to be of 

help. I am aware that you have a caring heart and 

are looking out for one another but if I can add to 

that, please feel free to get in touch.      

 

In recent times, I have found three exercises 

helpful.    

First, trips down memory lane. Old repeats on TV,  

memorable sporting moments, and days gone by 

when life was “rosie” can lift our spirits. An ageing 

and housebound member once taught me that “God 

gave us memories that we might have roses in 

winter time!” The recalling of nice things in dark 

days, helps. Of course, memories are patchy but 

those rose tinted ones can be therapeutic. This is 

something Job did in his pain. With the future 

unclear and the present a struggle, he allowed 

himself a trip into the past. 
   

  “How I long for the months gone by, 

    for the days when God watched over me, 

3 when his lamp shone on my head 

    and by his light I walked through darkness! 

4 Oh, for the days when I was in my prime, 

    when God’s intimate friendship blessed my house, 

5 when the Almighty was still with me 

    and my children were around me, 

6 when my path was drenched with cream 

    and the rock poured out for me streams of olive oil”.   

    Job 29 

Nostalgia, once thought to be a source of pain, is 

today recognised as therapy. 

 

Secondly, Lockdown has given many of us space to 

develop a deeper awareness of God in the here and 

now. Lectio Divina, the listening for God in 

scripture, zoom groups who practise contemplative 

centering prayer, the use of The Examen prayer to 

develop awareness across each day and week. It all 

helps! We may have left our buildings but God has 

not left us! 

 

Thirdly, out of these two practices, a strange thing 

happens, something shifts inside of us in the 

direction of hope!   

 

May the Eternal God, past, present, and future, 

enfold you in faith, hope, and love, today and the 

days to come,  

With warm regards 

Sam 

 

From the Session Clerk 
A few of you have enquired when Broughton St 

Mary's will be allowed to call a new minister. It has 

been 6 months since the death of our dear minister 

Peter. The Presbytery has been giving us time to 

come to terms with the loss of Peter, although the 

Covid-19 pandemic has prevented us from meeting 

as a congregation and sharing our loss with each 

other in person.   

Rev Jim Jack from the Presbytery's Deployment of 

Resources Committee met with the Kirk Session at 

a recent Kirk Session meeting. The Session was 

invited to share information with Mr Jack on church 

life at Broughton St Mary's covering such subjects 

as property, finance, worship, service, fellowship 

and evangelism. Mr Jack would in turn make a 

report to his committee which would then make a 

proposal to Presbytery as to whether there should be 

any change to the current Presbytery Plan which 

states that Broughton St Mary's should be led by 

one Minister of Word and Sacrament inducted on a 

Basis of Unrestricted Tenure.   

The Covid-19 pandemic has had an impact on the 

business of the Presbytery and I am unable to 

confirm if a proposal will be brought to the next 

meeting of Presbytery which is due to take place on 

8 September. 

We had hoped to carry out the refurbishment of the 

sanctuary during the summer months but due to the 

effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on the business 

and construction sectors the start of the 

refurbishment has been delayed. It is anticipated 

that the Kirk Session will discuss the project and 

starting dates in October.  

 

And let us never forget Peter's wife Lesley who is 

also affected by his passing and who is also unsure 

what the future will bring.  

 

Ian Buckingham 

The Broughton Beacon 

September 2020 



 

Reopening of Church Building 
 

After months of having to close their doors to worshippers, churches in the Presbytery of 
Edinburgh are cautiously starting to re-open in the coming weeks. The Presbytery has set up a 
Covid-19 Group assigned to oversee the safe re-opening of church buildings. 
An application to open the Broughton St Mary's building was sent to the Presbytery on 19 
August. The Presbytery office has acknowledged our application and advised that it is 
currently receiving numerous such applications from other churches and, as a consequence it 
is likely that it will take around 2 weeks for our application to be processed. 
 
Measures are in place to ensure that the risk of Covid-19 being spread when we meet for 
worship is minimised. You will be asked to sanitize your hands on entering and leaving the 
church building.  A face covering should be worn when in the building and you should keep a 
distance of 2 metres at all times from fellow worshippers. In order to achieve safe distancing, 
certain pews cannot be used and you may be asked to sit in a particular seat. Pew cushions 
have been removed, but you may bring your own cushion to church if you so wish, on the 
understanding that you take it with you after the service. On arrival you will be asked to 
provide your name and contact number as part of the NHS Scotland Test and Protect Strategy.  
 
Some people may be reluctant to return to public worship for health reasons. The assessment 
‘tool’ below helps you to see how different risk factors may combine to give serious health 
complications should you catch the Covid-19 virus and may help you to make a decision on 
whether you should come to worship. It does not include the factors that may make you 
clinically extremely vulnerable, where you should be following the guidance for those who are 
‘shielding’. It includes the factors where there is significant statistical evidence but does not 
include any rarer conditions which you may have, so this only offers a starting point. You may 
want to discuss the results with your doctor or with those who have expectations about your 
involvement with church life. 
 
Circle the score next to each one that applies to you and add up your score. 
 
A score of under 3 indicates a lower risk, but you should still be following the guidance for 
staying safe. A score of 3-5 suggests a greater risk and you should consider ways of reducing 
your risk by taking additional precautions or avoiding some activities. A score of 6 or more 
suggests a high risk and indicates that you should continue to work or participate in church life 
from your home.  
 
The scoring is based on an article from the British Medical Association website, and is a Risk 
Stratification tool for Healthcare workers during the Covid-19 Pandemic. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NEWS FROM BRAZIL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends, 

 

2020 has been quite a year so far!  It started brightly 

for us before the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic in 

Brazil in March. Telma continues to oversee 

humanitarian and refugee work in Brazil. At the 

turn of the year, Lucas and I joined Telma in Boa 

Vista (in Roraima – northern Amazon).  

We were able to take a bus journey for 12 hours 

from Boa Vista to Manaus through the rainforest. 

We stayed in Manaus for a few days before 

catching a boat to sail down the Amazon River (5 

days) to Belem at the mouth of the river on the 

Atlantic Ocean. Lucas loved his Amazon adventure 

viewing fishing villages and indigenous tribes on 

the banks of the river. We saw lots of wildlife, and 

frighteningly large tracts of deforestation during the 

5 days. 

 

In February, we were able to make a visit to 

Scotland! Incredible really, when one thinks back 

now. We enjoyed time with family and had a lovely 

opportunity to meet with many people at Castlemilk 

Parish Church for an afternoon of tea & coffee, 

sandwiches & cakes. It was so lovely to see so 

many people; a big thank you to everyone who 

made efforts to come and see us. 

Lucas also had his first opportunity to play in the 

snow with his cousins at Crieff. 

 

Luckily, we were all together in Vitoria when the 

Brazil government introduced a two-week 

‘lockdown’ in late March. (Last year, we had been 

commuting between Boa Vista and Vitoria). We 

were able to adapt relatively seamlessly to the 

‘working from home’ reality. We have been very 

fortunate that our jobs can be done from home, and 

we have been largely unaffected by the health and 

economic consequences of Covid-19.  

As you will know from the news, Brazil has been 

severely affected by the pandemic with millions 

infected and tens of thousands dead. 

The forecasts for the second half of the year in 

Brazil are not great. Lucas is unlikely to return to 

school in 2020. I have already been informed that I 

will be teaching from home until the end of the 

year. Education has been severely disrupted, with 

no plan in sight for how to return to the classroom. 

Telma, too, will be working from home for the next 

couple of months.  

The good news is that we are all together, and the 

beach is just across the road from our house. We 

have been able to enjoy social-distanced play in the 

sand and sea. Lucas' collection of seashells is now 

quite impressive. 

 

We hope that you are well, in these exceptional 

times. 

Best wishes, 

Graham, Telma and Lucas. 

 

 

Support your local charity shops 
Are you feeling the financial squeeze just now, but 

still enjoy shopping? Why not visit some of your 

local charity shops? Never have charity shops 

needed you so much. Coronavirus has meant a huge 

drop in donations and many charities face 

substantial financial shortfalls. 

The good news is that charity shops are well worth 

visiting this summer. Vast amounts of clothes and 

household items were donated following the 

lockdown this Spring. Grounded at home, people 

decided to declutter and clear-out! 

The result is that, as a spokeswoman for Oxfam 

says: “People can expect to find some really great 

treasures to buy.” 

It should be very safe to shop, for as Julie Byard of 

Cancer Research UK, explains, the charity shops 

put all donated items into isolation before putting 

them on the shelves. She adds: “We’re grateful for 

all donations and to everyone who volunteers and 

shops with us.” 

 

Autumn is here... 
23 September is the autumnal equinox (if you live 

in the northern hemisphere.) The equinoxes occur in 

March and September, when the Sun is ‘edgewise’ 

to the Earth’s axis of rotation, so that everywhere 

on earth has twelve hours of daylight and twelve 

hours of darkness.  

 



 
                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

                                                                                       

 

 

                                                                                      

 

 

                                                                                         

                                                                                      

                                                                                           

                                                                                                 

                                                                                             

                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                              

                                                                                         

                                                                                             

                                                                                      

                                                                                              

                                                                                              

 

                                                                                         

                                                                                         

                                                                                                                         

                                                                                          

                                                                                              

                                                                                                       

                                                                                           

                                                                                            

                                                                                            

                                                                                               

                                                                                               

                                                                                             

                                                                                                   

                                                                                               

                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                           

                                                                                           

                                                                                             

 

                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If anyone would like to purchase marmalade, jam or 

certain home baking items (eg fruit loaves) please 

contact Debbie Buckingham on 0131 557 5051. 

These items can be delivered if you live within a 

reasonable distance of the church. Many thanks to 

those who have already purchased jam, marmalade 

or baking in aid of church funds. Thanks also to 

those who have supplied me with empty jam jars. 

 

We hope to resume our fund raising events once all 

the current restrictions of movement are over.  

Please keep safe and well. 

                                                

Debbie Buckingham 
 

 MESSY CHURCH     
Under the current guidance  

available to us, we are still 

unable to get together for  

Messy Church. 

With the rules of social distancing, and 

restrictions on providing and sharing equipment, 

materials and lunch still in place, we are unable 

to find a way to work around all this. 

 

We do hope to be up and running again soon, and 

we will keep you updated with any progress. 

We hope to see you back soon. 

    

For more information contact Jan Allan 

messychurch@bstmchurch.org.uk 

 

 
Prayer Requests 

As we have not been able to come together as a 

church family in a physical sense, it has not been 

possible for us to write our prayers in the Prayer 

Request book held at the church. Perhaps you would 

like instead to notify me of any concerns you have 

for family, friends, neighbours, work issues, in fact 

anything that makes you uneasy at this time? I can 

add them to the prayer requests I presently send out 

to our prayer group. Also, if any of you would like 

to join the prayer request group please do not 

hesitate to contact me. As I have said before, prayer 

is the most powerful tool we have in our armoury, 

more powerful than any of us realise. Asking God to 

keep you all safe in the Palm of his Hand, 

 

Sandra Endicott        jendicott@btinternet.com 

 

 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR 
Our church administrator, Lindsey Rowlands, has 

been on furlough throughout the past few months. 

She is now back working a few hours a week, 

mainly from home, and is partly still on furlough. 

If you wish to contact Lindsey please email 

admin@bstmchurch.org.uk 

Pastoral Care 
The members of the Pastoral Care Team, and 

others, have been working hard to keep in touch 

with members who might need support during the 

Covid-19 pandemic. We offer a chance to talk on 

the phone or to help pick up and deliver shopping 

or medications. If you are aware of anyone who 

might need help, or if you yourself would 

welcome some support, please contact Colin 

Beck on 0131 556 4516. 

 

The Beacon – online! 
The Broughton Beacon can now be accessed online 

via email and also on our website, 

www.bstmchurch.org.uk  . Look for the ‘What’s 

On’ section and click on ‘Magazine’.  

We will, of course, continue to send the Beacon by 

post to those not able to receive it online. 
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 
 

 

 

 

Some thoughts on Coronavirus 
How well do we respond to a challenge? Whatever our answer, we 

know that our response is strengthened when it is made in the company 

of others. Our response to the challenge of living out our calling as a 

member of the body of Christ is one that depends, in principle, on our 

response being a shared one… At the same time, living out that calling 

in these strange and challenging times is by no means easy. We do so in 

the assurance that we are not alone and acknowledging our continuing 

dependence on the mercy of God. – Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair, Moderator 

of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

 

This crisis has in many ways made us more grateful for each other and 

… it has shown people at their best – volunteering, helping neighbours, 

protecting those at greatest risk, pulling together as communities to 

support one another. –  Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

 

When you wear a tight mask around your face, a hat, a face shield, a 

gown, two pairs of gloves, and something to protect your shoes, it is a 

totally different (nursing) thing; and, as nurses, you have to stay in that 

side room or unit for 12-and-a-half hours. It is really draining 

physically. You…can’t even go to the loo because your patients are 

terribly sick. They are on maximum (life support), so you can’t take 

your eyes off that monitor. – ITU nurse on the reality of nursing in PPE 

 

Teddies at School! 
Primary One pupils at an Edinburgh primary school have each been 

gifted a special hand knitted teddy bear. The 65 adorable toys were 

made in the colours of Buckstone Primary School by members of the 

knitting group at Fairmilehead Parish Church. Rev Cheryl McKellar-

Young, who is a chaplain at the school, wanted to help make the start of 

the next phase of their education “extra special”. She explained that she 

was unable to go in and say hello to the nursery children going up to 

primary school due to COVID-19 lockdown restrictions. 

The teddy bears, dressed in             

purple jumpers, black trousers  

and yellow scarves, were waiting  

for the children on their desks  

when they arrived at school on  

their first day. In the spirit of the  

famous bear, Paddington, each 

one had a note attached to its  

scarf which read: “This teddy is 

for you from Fairmilehead Parish  

Church. Cheryl hopes you like it  

and looks forward to meeting Primary One soon.” 

 

Morning Prayer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When morning in russet and 

saffron clad 

Is mantling the hills in a dew-

soft plaid 

To the song of the moorland 

two-wings glad, 

Let my heart upraise; 

 

When light creeps in through 

the chinks of the door, 

When the mist ascends from the 

mountain floor, 

When the ocean shimmers like 

burnished ore, 

Let me give thee praise. 

 

O God of the morning, Christ of 

the hills, 

O Spirit who all the firmament 

fills, 

O Trinity blest who all 

goodness wills, 

Keep us all our days. 

 

From Prayers of the Western 

Highlanders 

 

Care for the Earth 
We forget that we do not inherit 

the earth from our parents, but 

we borrow it from our children. 

This world is not ours to despoil 

and destroy. It is the gift of 

God, and through its fecundity 

and beauty, is one of the chief 

ways in which God speaks to all 

nations. 

 

 Andrew Dotchin  

 

 

 

The calendar has been suspended for the time being  
due to the ongoing situation with the coronavirus.  

 

 

 



  Congregational Register  
  There are no changes to the Roll this month. 
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Worshipping Together 
Once we are able to hold services in the church, we 

plan to offer access to the service at the same time 

via Zoom, for those who are unable to attend in 

person. 

For those who have internet access, you should 

follow the instructions on the church website at 

https://www.bstmchurch.org.uk/2020/04/home-

worship/ 

 

If you do not have internet access you can still 

join the service on your telephone by following 

these instructions: 

Step 1:  Dial 0131 460 1196 

Step 2:  A recorded voice will ask you to enter the 

meeting ID on your telephone key pad 

Step 3:  Enter 112 135 361# 

Step 4:  A recorded voice will ask you to enter your 

participant number 

Step 5:  Enter #.  You are now in the 

meeting/service. 

 

Rev Bill Taylor will be conducting worship on 

Sundays 6, 13 and 20 September.  

Rev Fiona Tweedie will lead our worship on 27 

September and 4, 11 and 18 October. 

 

We hope as many people as possible will be able to 

join us in worship, either in person or by Zoom. It 

will be wonderful to get back to church! 

 

TV and Radio  
For those of you who would prefer to worship via 

the television or radio there are a number of options. 

BBC1 has a weekly service of worship on Sunday 

mornings at around 11am. Check details in a TV 

guide. On BBC Radio Scotland there is a weekly 

service of worship at 7.30am. There is also a weekly 

service just after the news at 8.10am every Sunday 

on Radio 4.   

So, there are lots of opportunities to feel part of 

Christian worship in these times of social 

distancing. 

 

 

 

The Flower Rota has been suspended for the time 
being due to the ongoing coronavirus situation. 

 

The Last Laugh 
  Back to School...        
  Mother to young daughter  

  after first day at school:  

 “Well, dear, what did  

  they teach you today?” 

  Daughter:  “Not much.   

  I’ve got to go back 

  again tomorrow.” 

 

 A teacher gave her young class a lesson on Zoom. 

 It was about the magnet, and what it does.  

 The next day in a short test, she included this   

question: “My full name has six letters. The first 

 one is M. I am strong and attractive.  I pick up 

 lots of things. What am I?” 

 When the answers were sent in, the teacher 

 was astonished to find that more than half her 

 students had answered the question with the 

 word: “Mother.” 

 

A college student wrote a letter home, and it said 

in its entirety: ‘Dear Mum and Dad, please write 

soon, even if it is only a few pounds.’ 

 

Are politicians the oldest profession? 
A surgeon, an architect and a politician were 

arguing as to whose profession was the oldest.  

Said the surgeon: “Eve was made from Adam’s 

rib, and that surely was a surgical operation.” 

“Maybe,” admitted the architect, “but prior to that, 

order was created out of chaos, and that was an 

architectural job.” 

“But,” the politician pointed out in triumph, 

“somebody had to have created the chaos in the 

first place!” 

 

No holidays... 
I told my suitcases that due    

to the pandemic, there will  

be no holiday this year. 

Now I’m dealing with  

emotional baggage. 
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